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“They Desire a Better Country” 
Hebrews 11:8-22 

 

The Book of Hebrews 
 

Theme:  We live as strangers and exiles in a foreign land looking for a better country.  
 

Introduction:  
I think there is a real challenge in our text to have a faith in Christ that looks at this life for 
what it is, shadow.  When we place our confidence and trust in Jesus, we become strangers 
and exiles in a foreign land.  For Christians, heaven is their country. 
 

Outline: 
A. Pre-Patriarchal ([Abel, Enoch, Noah] Heb. 11:4-7 [Gen. 1-11])  

 

B. The Patriarchs (Heb. 11:8-22 [Gen. 12-50]) 
 

1. Abraham 
 

a. His calling (v. 8) 
b. His wandering (v. 9) 
c. His hope (vv. 9b-10) 
d. His wife - Sarah (vv. 11, 12) 

 

Summary statement (vv. 13-16) 
 

• Died in faith, without receiving (alla) welcomed them from a distance (v. 13a) 

• Confessed they were strangers and exiles (because [gar]) they sought a country of 
their own, a better country, a heavenly one (vv. 13b-16a) 

• Therefore (dio) God is not ashamed to be called their God; because (gar) He has 
prepared a city for them. (v. 16b) 

 

e. His sacrifice (vv. 17-19) 
 

2. Isaac (v. 20) 
3. Jacob (v. 21) 
4. Joseph (v. 22) 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Friends, do you believe in Jesus Christ as your great high priest who alone has made a 
way? 

2. Perhaps today you are lost in the shadow.  Friend, Jesus is your way out. 
3. Jesus tears down strongholds.  Jesus gives fullness when life would appear empty. 
4. Friend, I am inviting you to make much of Him. 
5. I cannot guarantee you a happy life, but I can tell you where it is found and the answer 

will forever be in Him. 
 


